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LAW    OFFICES 

KEIFER    X    KEIFER 

FAHIEN-TEHAN    BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD.  OHIO 


WM.  W.  KEIFER 
HORACE    S.  KEIFER 


February  19,  1938 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Tnd. 


Dear  Sir: 


I  have  found  a  letter  amongst  my  father's  papers 
from  Peter  Smith,  dated  July  17,  1860,  which  gives  a  Lincoln 
anecdote  that  is  new  to  me.  Having  "been  related  at  that  time 
makes  it  more  interesting  than  if  given  at  a  later  date  when 
Lincoln  was  a  famous  character.  T  enclose  a  copy  of  same  to 
you  herewith.  Perhaps  X  should  send  the  original  to  you  where 
it  will  "be  preserved  more  carefully  than  most  places. 


Yours  very  truly, 


WWK/SH 


February  23,   1938 


Mr.  William  W.  Keifer 
Fahien-I'ehan  Building 
Springfield,  Ohio 

My  dsar  }!r.  leifer: 

I  wish  to  acknowledjge  your  latter  of  February  19 
"to  Br.  Warren  in  which  you  enclosed  a  very  interesting 
copy  of  a  l^ttar  of  your  father's  written  .to  him  .by 
Peter  Smith  on  Jjily  17,  1860.      It  is  a  very  interestin 

letter. 

Tour  letter  with  tha  enclosure  will  be  held 
until  Br.  Warren  returns  to  Fort  Wayne  in  April. 

Tour  a  wry  truly, 


MAC:  m  Librarian 

M.A.   Co.* 


March  22,   1938 


Mr,  William  Keifer 
Fahien-Tehm  Building 
Springfield,  Ohio 

My  dear  Mr.  Keifers 

After  an  absence  of  about  three  months  I  ani  back 
at  my  desk  again  and  find  your  very  interesting  letter  of 
February  19  awaiting  roe. 

May  X  thank  you  especially  for  the  esse  rpfe  of  the 
letter  wrote  to  J,  barren  Keifer  by  Peter  Smith  en" July  V  , 
I860. 

{Bie  retain  1  soer.ce  is  so  intere$tir.g  that  I  feel  as 
if  I  would  like  to  use  tills  In  Lincoln  Lore ,  at  least  a 
portion  of  it,  and  I  am  wondering  if  yea  would  feel  like 
loaning  the  letter  to  me  in  order  that  I  might  have  it  ohoto- 
graphed,  and  I  would  like  to  have  a  plate  made  of  a  certain 
section  of  it  in  facsimile,  as  I  thin    it  would  be  r>ruch  more 
attractive  to  ttts  refers  of  Lincoln  Lore  that  way. 

Hoping  that  this  may  not  be  asking  too  much  of  you 
and  trusting  you  may  be  pleased  to  have  the  little  story 
released  in  such  a  way  as  1  have  suggested,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


L     :  director 


LAW    OFFICES 

KEIFER    X    KEIFER 

FAHIEN-TEHAN   BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO 


WM.  W.  KEIFER 
HORACE    S.  KEIFER 


March  25,  1938 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren*  Director, 
Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Tnd. 


Dear  Sir: 

Answering  yours  of  the  22nd  inst.»  r  am  ha.nding  you  here- 
with the  original  letter  of  Peter  Smith  to  my  father,  J.  '"arren  Keifer, 
of  July  17,  1860,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  you.   I  have  concluded  to 
let  you  keep  the  letter,  at  least  for  the  present.   If  I  call  for 
it  you  will  return  it,  hut  it  seems  to  me  that  your  organization  is 
a  good  place  for  such  things  and  more  likely  preserved  properly  than 
elsewhere.   If  you  are  making  a  photograph  or  photostat  of  it  please 
send  me  a  copy. 

The  story  of  the  interview  with  Lincoln  is  interesting  to 
me  because  it  was  told  at  a  time  "before  Lincoln  was  President  and 
before  he  was  so  famous  a  character.   There  have  "been  so  many  Lincoln 
stories  worked  up  since  he  was  so  distinguished  that  /here  is  often 
suspicion  as  to  their  authenticity  or  correctness.   This  Lincoln 
incident  I  had  never  heard  of  before  and  it  is  so  characteristic  that 
it  is  worth  while  to  preserve  it. 

Peter  Smith  was  a  cousin  of  my  father's  and  as  you  will 
note  from  his  letter  was  an  intelligent  man,  having  had  some  educa.tion 
for  those  times  and  had  been  a  school  teacher. 

I  would  be  glad  to  receive  your  "Lincoln  Lore". 

Kindly  acknowledge  receipt. 

Very  truly  yours, 


/EH 


March  28,  1938 


Mr.  William  f .  Kelfsr 
Fahien-Teh&n  Building 
Springfield,  Ohio 

My  dear  Hr.  Keifers 

We  are  vary  happy  indeed  to  haTe  the  loan  of  the 
very  interesting  letter  which  was  written  "by  P^ter  Smith 
to  your  father. 

*  You  will  please  find  under  separate  cover  a 
photostat  copy  of  the  letter    which  we  will  be  glad  to 
retain  in  our  files  as  a  negative  in  case  you  require 
other  copies. 

With  your  permission  we  would  like  very  much  to 
print  a  section  with  practically  all  of  the  letter  in  a 
subsequent  issue  of  Lincoln  lore  because  we  feel  its 
contents  are  worthy  of  such  a  display* 

One  or  two  facts  stated  in  your  letter  are  very 

good  and  1  wish  to  ?gain  thank  you  for  making  the  facts 
available* 

I  thought  of  course  Sfeat  ycu  were  on  our  mailing 
list  for  Lincoln  Lore,  rhioh  I  think  you  would  be  very  gl 
to  receive,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  enclosing  along  with  the 
photostat  as  many  back  numbers  as  are  now  available,  and  we 
hope  ycu  may  enjoy  them. 

V--?ry  truly  yours. 


LAl:3B  Director 


LAW    OFFICES 

KEIFER    X    KEIFER 

FAHIEN-TEHAN   BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO 


rch  ^9,  1938 


Mr.  Louis  A.  "rarren,  Director, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation} 

Fort  T7ayne,  Ind. 


"Dear  Sir: 


I  have  yours  of  the  28th  inst.   I  see  no  objection  to 

your  printing  the  letter  of  Peter  Smith  or  such  part  of  it  as 
you  think  best  in  your  Lincoln  Lore. 

I  will  he  very  glad  to  receive  the  Lincoln  Lore  regularly. 
T  have  seen  copies  of  it  before  and  T  know  T  will  be  interested  in 

them . 


Yours  very  truly* 


WWK/EH 


June  16,  1930 


Mr.  Win*  W*  Keifer 
luhien-Tehan  Bldg. 
Springfield,  Ohio 

My  dear  Mr*  Eelfer: 

We  will  be  pleased  indeed  to  learn  that 
the  letter  written  to  your  father  created  quite  a 
sensation  at  Vincennes  yesterday  where  I  read  It 
before  an  asoerabled  group  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Lincoln  statue. 

I  am  taking  occasion  to  enclose  under 
separate  corer  a  copy  of  the  Ylncennes  Sun  Conctorical 
as  I  think  you  will  be  pleased  to  preserve  it* 

It  was  a  pleasure  toseebat  the  ceremony 
in  Yincennes  Mr.  F    M.  Smith  a  relative  of  Peter  Smith 
who  lives  at  Sumner,  Illinois. 

The  laughters  of  the  American  Bevolutlon 
are  very  anxious  to  hats  a  copy  of  the  letter  written 
to  your  father  to  place  in  the  cornerstone  of  this 
beautiful  monument*     I  assured  them  that  I  was  quite 
confident  you  would  allow  me  to  have  &  copy  of  the 
letter  made  unless  you  would  prefer  to  send  one  to 
thorn  yourself. 

I  also  advised  Mr.  P.  M.  Smith  that  I  felt 
you  would  not  object  to  my  sending  him  a  photostat 
copy  of  the  Interesting  letter. 

You  will  observe  that  my  remarks  with 
reference  to  the  latter  furnishes  a  very  vital  bit 
of  evidence  with  reference  to  the  crossing  of  the 
river  by  the  Lincoln  family  at  Tincennes  and  I 
thank  you  again  for  allowing  us  to  preserve  this 
valuable  letter  of  Lincoln  history* 

Very  truly  yours, 


Ufftl*  Director 

L*A  .Warren 


LAW    OFFICES 

KEIFER    X    KEIFER 

FAHIEN-TEHAN    BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO 


June  18,  1938 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  "Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


My  dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  thank  you  for  yours  of  the  16th  inst.  in 
reference  to  the  Peter  Smith  letter  and  I  was  very  much  interested 
in  your  having  used  it  at  Vincennes.   I  have  also  received  a  copy 
of  the  newspaper  from  a  relative  who  lives  in  Vincennes. 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  giving  a  copy  of  the  letter 
to  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  to  "be  placed  in  the 
cornerstone,  nor  to  your  giving  a  photostat  copy  to  Mr.  P.M.  Smith. 
You  make  the  copies  and  send  them. 

I  also  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  would  send  a 
photostat  copy  of  the  letter  to  my  "brother,  J.  Warren  Keifer,  Jr., 
Bostwick,  Hebr.  He  would  he  interested  in  getting  it. 

Also,  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  yours  of  the  16th  inst., 
returning  the  copy  of  the  Lincoln  letter  to  the  Methodist  ministers 
and  accompanying  correspondence  which  belong  to  Mr.  George  S.  Dial, 
and  thank  you  for  your  information  and  interest  in  the  matter. 


Yours  very  truly, 


WWK/SH 


^Xvw.  Xh  ^^if^- 


Juno  2C,   1958 


Mr.  Wa.  W.  Kaifer  * 

Kelfer  &  Kaifer  \ 

Sahien-Tehan  Bldg, 

Springfield,  Ohio 

Hy  fear  Jfr.  Kaifer: 

Tha  latter  which  your  father  received 
has  aroused  a  great  doal  of  interest  and  the  news- 
paper has  now  offered  to  print  a  cop:/  of  the  letter 
in  facsimile  which  I  think  wi'il  allow  a  great  many  of 
your  friends  and  relatives  to  have  it  In  that  form 
as  soon  as  it  is  published  and  I  will  advise  you 
when  it  appears, 

We  are  pleased  indeed  to  send  a  photostat 
copy  of  the  letter. 

Vfe  will  be  very  glad  to  send  a  copy  of  the 
letter  to  J.  Warren  Kaifer,  Jr.,  Bostwick,  Nebraska. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAW:PW  Jttrector 

L.A.Warren 


July  15,   1938 


Mr.   Wm.  W.  Keifar 
Fahien  -Tehan  Building 
Springfield,  Ohio 

My  dear  Mr.   Keifer; 

We  saw  an  autograph  of  J.    %rren  Keifer  advertised 
the  other  day  in  a  catalogue  and  was  able  to  secure  it.    I 
am  sending  yooaa  photostat  copy.     It  is  merely  an  autographic 
note,  as  you  will  see,  "but  we  were  anxious  to  have  it  in  file 
with  tin  letter  written  to  Hr«  Keifer  "by  Peter  Smith. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAtf:3B  Director 

Snc.    (I) 


Migration  to   Illinois 


Grandvfew,  Ind.,  April    11,   1935. 


Mrs.    Beulah    Gray,    editor    of   'the 
Otwell    Star,   copies   from    The   Moni- 
tor the   mention  of  the   markers  for 
the    Lincoln    Memorial    Highway   ami 
then  comments:     "And  the  editor  of 
this  paper  has  her  own  views  about 
the  route  the  Lincoln  family  traveled 
in    March    of    1830,    when    they    lei'l 
Spencer    county    and    traveled    across 
the  southern  part  of  Indiana  to  Vin- 
esnnes    where   they  crossed    the   Wa-  i 
bash     river     into     Illinois,  and   that 
route  would  not  follow   the   markers 
which  will  probably  be  set  alone,'  the 
route  designated   by  the  Leslie  Com- 
mrssion    of   1931.     Abraham   Lincoln, 
though    only    a    boy,    and    his    father, 
Thomas  Lincoln,  w^re  too  well  versed 
in   woodcraft    and    too    familiar   witii 
the      topography    of   the    country    to 
rave  followed  that  route  i'n  the  spring' 
c.f  1830.     There  was  only  one  decent 
ford   where    they   could    have   crossed 
the    Patoka    river   at   that    season    of 
the   year  and   that   ford   was  at   En- 
low's  Mill,  where  the  city  of  Jasper 
row  stands.    It  was  a  ford  which  was 
"horoughly  familiar  to  them  too.  Bui 
historians,  Brother  Baker,  often  have- 
to    stand    aside   and    see    things    hap- 
pen which  are  vt'ry  contrary  to  doc- 
umentary evidence  that  still   exists." 
Mrs.  Gray  is  quite  right  in  stating 
*-h:it  many  things   are  happening  to- 
day  which   arc   contrary   to   all    docu- 
mentary     and      reasonable    evidence, 
but   it  is   a   fine   stunt    to   collect   and 
preserve    t'hl;    documentary    and    rea- 
sonable   evidence    for    the    considera- 
tion  of  future   historians.   The   editor 
of    thiis    paper    would    rather    gather 
historical   matter  which  'he  thinks   is 
correct  than   t0   have   a   hand   in   the 
I-lacVig  of  any  project  where  it  does 
not   rightfully   belong. 


^{usaM  t 


Air  view  of  the  Wabash  at  Terre  Haute,  once  "jammed  with  steam- 
boats,  rafts   and   barges,   loaded    with    whisky,   flour   and   pork." 


n 


JOHN    G.     BIEL 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR   AT  LAW 

301    STAR    BUILDING 

TERRE  HAUTE,  INDIANA 


TELEPHONE   CRAWFORD    5068 

July  31,  1956 


Lincoln  Foundation 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 

Ft,  Wayne,   Indiana 

Attention:     Director 

Dear  Sir: 

Has  your  Foundation  determined,  with  any  certainty, 
just  where  the  Lincoln  family  crossed  the  Wabash  River  in  its 
move  from  Indiana  to  Illinois?  Of  course,  Vincennes  claims 
that  point  —  and  the  monument  has  been  erected  there  —  but 
there  still  seems  to  be  a  question. 

I  was  in  Bruceville  recently  and  had  occasion  to  visit 
the  old  Bruce  home  and  talk  with  one  of  the  present  generation 
members  of  the  family.  This  person  is  most  insistant  that  the 
Lincoln  family  stopped  at  the  old  Bruce  home  --  which  was  then  a 
Tavern  —  and  stayed  there  all  night  on  their  way  to  Illinois  and 
that  the  family  did  not  cross  the  river  at  Vincennes  but  at 
Russelville. 

If  you  have  made  any  study  on  this  point  I  would  appre- 
ciate a  copy  of  your  conclusions  and  references. 


ly  yours, 


JGB:er 


August  1,  1956 


Mr.  John  G.  Biel 
301  Star  Building 
Terre  Hau^e,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Bielj 

We  have  your  letter  of  July  31  and  note  with  interest  your  question  as 
to  whether  or  not  trie  Lineolns  crossed  the  river  at  Vineennes  in  their 
migration  to  Illinois. 

It  has  been  the  contention  of  the  foundation  over  a  long  period  of  years 
that  the  crossing  of  the  Wabash  River  vas  at  Vineennes  and  I  personally 
an  of  the  opinion  that  the  family  crossed  at  that  point.  It  seems  log- 
ical that  the  family  would  travel  through  this  town  on  their  way  to 
Illinois  and  I  believe  that  a  pretty  good  case  could  he  made  in  proving 
that  point* 

Recently  I  have  not  made  any  careful  study  of  the  Vineennes  claims  but 
I  feel  sure  that  the  Russelville  claims  could  not  be  substantiated. 

Yours  Sincerely, 


Director 
RGMoMurtry/ch 


JOHN    G.     BIEL 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR   AT  LAW 

301    STAR    BUILDING 

TERRE  HAUTE,  INDIANA 


TELEPHONE   CRAWFORD    5068 


August  27,  19S6 


Dr,  R,  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Thanks  for  your  letter  of  August  1st. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  article  -which  will  appear 
shortly  in  a  weekly  column  which  I  write  for  the  Terre  Haute 
Star.  I  thought  you  might  be  interested  in  it. 

I  will  appreciate  your  comments. 


G.  Etel 


JGBser 

End. 


/X*> 


There  is  otill  quite   an  argument  a3  to  just  whero  the  lincoln  family 
crossed  tho  'abash  Giver  in  their  met*  fro/i  Indiana  to  Illinois  back  in 
1830.  "hero  are  remnants  of  the  old  Hruce  family,  now  living  in  :5ruceville, 
Indiana,  •who  "swear"  that  the  family  crossed  tho  iver  at  us.iellvillo. 
wliarlea  M.  Thompson,  of  the  University  of  Illinois  who,  with  hi   0  dttoe, 
made  an  investigation  for  the  Joard  of  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  otate 
Historical  library  at  the  request  of  the  Illinois  General.     .;ly,  in  1911, 
concludes  that  the  Lincoln  family  crossed  the  liver  at  Vincennes.   r.  R# 
Gerald  Ac,  urtry,  the  new  iirector  of  the  Lincoln  National  life  Foundation, 
says  that  nit  has  been  the  contention  of  the  Foundation  over  a  lon^  period 
of  years  that  the  crossing  of  the  iabash  was  at  Vincennes1' .  Still,  a  real 
controversy  exists  -  and  perhaps  always  will. 

Frs.  Harriet  Ghftpaali  vas  a  member  of  tho  Lincoln  party  at  the  time  this 
trip  was  made*  She  said  that  the  crossing  of  the  abash  was  not  ade  at 
Vincennes,  Mrs*  Chapman  was  a  daughter  of  Dennis  Hanks,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  Jarah  Bush  Lincoln.  Avon  the  close  relatives  of  Abraham  Lincoln  always 
differed  as  to  just  how  man   00  >lo  were  \jith  the  Lincoln  family  when  it 
made  the  move  from  Indiana  to  Illinois,  '.hero  seems  to  have  been  at  least 
thirteen!  Thomas  Lincoln,  his  wife  Sarah,  his  son  Abraham  and  step-son 
John  Q«  Johnson;  Squire  Hall,  his  wife  Matilda  and  their  son  John;  iennis 
Hanks,  his  wife  Glizabeth,  and  their  four  cliildren  -  Harriot  (Mrs*  Jhapinan), 
John,  Sarah  Jane  (Mrs«  owling)  and  Fancy,  This  group  left  Gentryrille,  in 
Gpencer  .'ounty,  Indiana  about  Mareh  1st,  1830» 

The  Illinois  state  Historical  library  report,  published  in  1915,  states 
that  "an  examination  of  printed  material  early  in  the  investigation  led  to 
the  belief  that  they  passed  through  Vincennes,  Indiana,  an.1  crossed  the 
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VJabash  i&ver  into  Illinois  at  or  near  that  city;  and  subsequent  inve3tiation 
has  confirmed  that  belief,  M  donee  to  the  contrary  is  3cant  and  self -con- 
tradictory". 

In  an  affidavit  made  by  Janes  facte  bison  to  the  Committee  making  the 
investigation  of  the  "Lincoln  Lay",  he  says  that  his  grandfather,  Illian  . 
C.  Lmison  talked  to  Lr.  Lincoln  when  the  family  was  on  its  way  into  Illinois 
and  that  lir.  Lincoln  told  hiia  "they  liad  cone  around  by  way  of  Bruceville, 
which  was  slightly  out  of  their  way  in  order  to  avoid  driving  through  ... 
a  road  of  heavy  sand  which  stretched  for  five  or  six  mile3  on  the  road  north 
out  of  VinceniBS  and  that  "wiien  they  reached  tiie  town  of  Brucevillo,  they 
proposed  to  turn  west  on  the  Bruceville  and  RussellvUlo  highway  and  cross 
the  .abasli  iver  from  the  State  of  Indiana  to  the  Ltate  of  Illinois,  at 
the  I£us3ellville  Ford".  In  an  affidavit  made  by  iliam  0.  Loach,  he  states 
that  "■'•'lllian  ■'.  C.  LMson  had  told  hiin  the  same  tiling.   il7iam  Taylor  made 
an  affidavit  that  his  mother  had  always  told  him  that  the  Lincoln  family 
m   from  Vincennes  and  passed  through  JLruceviUe,  crossing  the  iver  at 
the  "i'us3ellville  lord.  Mrs.  Shspots  -  the  former  Harriet  Hanks  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Lincoln  party  and  was  only  five  or  six  years  old  at  the  time  - 
made  an  affidavit  that  "the  party  was  at  vincennes,  Indiana  and  that  the 
party,  in  leaving  Vincennes,  wont  liy  land,  eanptd  the  first  night  out  near 
■  grist  mills  that  the  party  crossed  the  ..abash  Liver  the  next  lay  (the 
second  after  leaving  Vincennes) " « 

This;  all  wo uld  seem  to  settle  the  question  but  it  did  not. 

Abraham  Lincoln  is  supposed  to  have  told  Colonel  Augustus  L.  Chapman, 
husband  of  Harriot  Lanks,  that  the  party  crossed  the  Labash  Fiver  into  Ill- 
inois at  Vincennes  and  went  westward  to  Lawrence  ville. 
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The  Jonmitteo  for  the  iii3torical  Library  roconcilos  those  two  seem- 
ingly conflicting  versions  rather  weakly.  The  Jo  idttee  report  says:  "The 
elder  Mr«  r.daon  knew  only  the  intentions  of  the  travellers.  He  lias  left 
no  record  of  having  definite  information  about  the  crossing  of  the  river 
and  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  party  did  not  return  to  Vincennes 
and  cross  the  river  there."   rellil  Neither  is  there.1  any  record  that  they 
didll  This  negative  argument  soems  quite  a  little  bit  forced.      om- 
mitteo  then  arguc3  itaelf  into  it 3  ultimate  conclusion  by  saying  "it  i3 
conceivable  that  the  Lincoln* s  first  went  northward  fron  Vincennes,  intend- 
ing to  cross  the  river  above  but  tliat  for  so.  m   reason  they  turned  back  and 
crossed  at  Vincennes,  lira,  Chapman's  uncertainty  about  the  crossing  (vrhether 
it  was  by  ferry  or  fording  the  river)  would  indicate  there  was  sorie  derange- 
ment of  plans",  This  seems  ver/  weak  reasoning  also.  Its.  >hapmanfs 
"uncertainty"  could  also  be  just  as  well  attributed  to  her  tender  age  at 
the  time  of  the  trip  (five  OT  six  years  old)  and  her  reliance  for  her  renem- 
brances  on  family  tradition.  It  seera3  inconceivable  -  although  this  is 
exactly  what  tfc.    dttee  believes  is  conceivable  -  that  the  Lincoln  party 
of  at  least  thirteen  people  with  their  three  heavy  wagons  pulled  by  awkward 
oxen  would  travel  north  out  of  \Tinconres  on  five  or  six  miles  of  heavy  sand 
and  then  "for  3ome  reason"  turn  back  and  go  the  me  distance  all  over  again, 
when  they  could  very  easily  have  crossed  the  river  at  Russellville  where 
they  had  arrived  at  the  exact  tine  the  Jo,  iriitteo  argues  "for  some  reason 
they  turnsd  back". 

After  all,  an  incidence  in  history  such  as  this  -  when  there  is  no 
exact,  specific  record  attesting  to  its  details  -  must  bo  examined  and  ex- 
plored logically  and  intelligently  -  not  emotionally,   e  mist  not  nurture 
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tho  irnression  of  history  which  C-eorgo  Bernard  Jhaw  puts  into  tho  mouth 
of  a  character  in  his  play,  TUB  MWXL«8  DLUC' 

,r/hat  will  history  soy?"  asks  Iiajor  .windon  of  General  Burgoyne 
"just  before  they  surrendered  to  the  dispi3ed  colonials  at 
aratoga, 

Istory,  sir,  will  tell  lies,  as  usual, "  re-lied  Burgoyne." 
This  question  of  just  where  the  Lincoln  family  crossed  the  .'abash 
iver  must  be  explored  and  considered  further.  It  must  be  given  weight, 
in  this  further  consideration,  that  this  crossing  occurred  in  the  soring 
of  the  year  which  is  the     of  the  usual  and  great  flooding  of  the  river; 
it  nu3t  be  given  weight  that  the  great  low-lands  west  of  /incomes  to  Law- 
renceville  were  nothing  1:»ut  flooded  river-bottom  lands  j  it  nust  be  given 
weight  that  tho  road  from  Lawrenceville  to  the  north  goes  through  what  was 
called  -  even  by  the  early  settlers  of  that  time  -  "The  Purgatories",  be- 
cause they  were  so  iigassablej  it  nu3t  be  given  weight  that  the  road  around 
through  Bruceville  and  across  west  to  Russellville  was  on  high  land:  it 
must  be  given  weight  that  the  party*  s  wagons  were  heavy  and  the  oxen  and/or 
oxen  and  horses  were  slow  and  clumsy  and,  what  must  be  given  very  special 
weight,  is  the  fact  that  the  only  source  of  the  statement  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
that  the  crossing  was  at  Vincennes  was  obtained  from  Jesse  .  oik  who,  at 
first  says  "I  do  not  recall  that  tho  question  of  the  route  of  travel  evor 
3  up  in  our  talks  «..'',  but  who,  nine  months  later,  writes  jubilantly, 
that  "I  have  just  found  what  I  have  for  lo,  these  an  Months  been  hunting 
...  tho  original  manuscript  of  en  interview  ...  giving  the  route  of  the 
Lincoln  family  ...  >f.  liany  an  other  consideration  must  enter  in  and  also 
be  given  its  due  weight  before  any  definite  conclusion  should  be  drawn. 
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It  has  bean  said  that  "historical  analysis,  to  serve  it 3  purpose 
of  providing  information  for  n-osent  judgment,  rau3t  be  dispassionate  and. 
wholly  fair.  Historical  research  which  distorts  precedent  to  favor  a 
preconception  i3  cheating  ...  One  way  to  achieve  fairness  i3  to  premnt 
tho  facts  -  as  nearly  as  anything  so  elusive  as  that  well-known  inirage  the 
'historical  fact1  cm  be  presented  -  and  let  the  fact 3  speak  for  t 
solves  ...  ". 

Letting  "the  facts  speak  for  tha-isclves"  certainly  d©€    I  enconpass 
such  a  far-fetched  conclusion  that  since  there  is  no  evidence  that  they  did 
not  turn  back  to  Vincennes,  they  ..met  have  done  so#  It  could  just  as  well 
bo  argued  on  this  basis  Unit  since  there  is  nc  evidence  tliat  they  did  not 
continue  on  up  the  road  to  Vene  Kaute  to  cross  the  river,  they  riuat  have 
done  so. 

Let  there  be  further  investigation! 


August  29,  1956 


Mr.  John  G.  Biel 
3d  Star  Building 

Terr*  Haute,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Biel* 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  article  which  you  enclosed  with 
your  letter  of  August  27.  I  note  with  interest  that  this 
article  will  appear  shortly  in  a  weekly  column  which  you  write 

for  the  Terre  Haute  Star. 

I  think  that  you  have  approached  your  subject  very  objectively 
and  X  think  that  your  article  will  command  considerable  interest 
and  speculation. 

Likely  it  will  lead  to  further  research  and  you  may  be  instru- 
mental in  solving  this  problem  once  new  information  is  available. 

I  am  vwy  glad  to  have  your  article  to  place  in  our  files. 

lours  sincerely, 


HGHije  Director 


<&  JOHN    G.    BIEL 

ATTORNEY  AND   COUNSELOR   AT  LAW 

301    STAR    BUILDING 

TERRE  HAUTE,  INDIANA 


TELEPHONE   CRAWFORD    5068 

October  29,  1956 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr,  McMurtry: 

Thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  26th, 

The  "Peter  Smith"  letter  is  most  interesting  but  I  would  not  say  it  was  conclusive, 

I  find  —  in  doing  my  historical  research  —  I  cannot  divorce  my  legal  training  and 
my  psychology  from  my  study  of  historical  items,  I  am  always  analyzing  matters 
from  a  "legal"  point  of  view. 

Looking  then  at  this  "Smith"  letters  —  I  am  sorry  —  for  this  purpose  —  it  has 
a  political  tinge.  Smith  is  very  prone  to  exaggeration*  Note  his  statement  about 
the  State  Convention  that  he  "never  in  life  saw  congregated  together  so  many  noble 
intelligent  looking  men".  He  is  talking  about  a  POLITICAL  CONVENTION J  J  People 
haven't  changed  so  much  over  the  years.  Then  again,  his  statement  about  the  "nob- 
lest Roman  of  them  all";  this  is  complementary  but  quite  exaggerated, 

Lincoln's  story  to  Smith  was  after  an  introduction  to  —  I  presume  —  a  delegate 
to  the  Convention,  Lincoln  was  "politically  minded"  and,  of  course,  wished  to  make 
a  good  impression  on  a  possible  supporter.  It  would  have  been  inconceivable  for 
Lincoln  to  have  told  him  "No  we  didn't  go  through  your  town".  He  possibly  wanted 
to  flatter  Smith  and  did  so  —  definitely.  Even  at  that,  Lincoln  says  the  story 
is  true  "in  part".  Of  course  he  implies  the  "part"  was  that  he  had  shoes  on  in- 
stead of  being  barefoot  —  but  the  "part"  could  have  been  the  same  circumstances 
but  a  different  town. 

Smith's  use  of  phrases  such  as  "man  of  the  people";  "easy  of  access  to  the  humblest 
of  his  fellow-citizens";  "patient  toil  and  perseverance";  Humblest  walks  of  life"; 
"our  great  Republic";  "enthusiastic  shouts  and  joyful  demonstrations";  '{friends  of 
freedom";  "over  1,000  per  cent  gain";  etc,,  etc,,  all  tend  to  excess  of  exaggera- 
tion and  tend  to  show  he  is  quoting  and  "over-stressing"  in  order  to  make  an  im- 
pression. It  is  quite  a  "feather"  in  Smith's  cap  to  be  able  to  tell  Keifer  that 
Lincoln  came  through  his  town  —  Lawrenceville,  Then,  too,  Smith  is  trying  to  sell 
Keifer  some  landliJ 

I  could  not  say  —  intelligently  —  that  this  letter  really  solved  the  question* 
It  is  entitled  to  some  weight  but  there  are  so  many  other  circumstances,  facts, 
and  suppositions  which  carry  much  more  weight  and  which  would  require  pretty  de- 
finite contrary  facts  to  overcome  them.  This  one  letter  alone  is  not  sufficient 
for  that  purpose. 


JOHN     G.     BIEL 

SHEET  NO.  2 

date  October  29,  1956 

letter  to  Mr0  Gerald  McMurtry 


If  the  re -examination  of  this  question  could  be  given  sufficient  publicity  and  be 
sponsored  by  a  well-established,   reputable  entity,  I  think  some  additional  evi- 
dence would  be  forthcoming© 

The  whereabouts  of  that  Cabin  certainly  is  a  mystery.     Where  was  it  seen  last? 
Has  any  special  investigation  been  made  about  it? 


JGB:er 


November  2,  1956 


Mr.  John  G.  Biel 
Attorney  &  Counselor  at  Lav 
301  Star  Building 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Biel: 

I  have  read  vith  a  great  deal  of  interest  your  comments 
concerning  the  Peter  Smith  letter. 

While  I  agree  with  you  that  it  is  not  conclusive,  it  cer- 
tainly is  interesting  evidence.  As  a  lawyer  I  am  sure  that 
you  would  consider  it  important  evidence  if  you  were  pre- 
senting a  case  "before  the  covrt.    ' 

With  this  letter  I  am  enclosing  a  photostat  of  Lincoln 
Lore  No.  386.  This  bulletin  will  give  you  some  additional 
information  concerning  the  Lincoln  Log  Cabin  near  Charleston, 
Illinois. 

Sincerely, 


RGM/JA  Director 

Enc. 


